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           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555

HERSETH            SANDLIN CONGRATULATES LEWIS AND CLARK FOR ‘PARTNERSHIP IN CONSERVATION’            AWARD

Washington,            DC, May 7, 2009- Today, the Lewis and Clark Regional Water System            received a ‘Partnership in Conservation’ award presented at the U.S.            Department of the Interior’s headquarters by Interior Secretary Ken            Salazar, in recognition of Lewis and Clark’s cooperative work with a            wide array of stakeholders to develop a plan for the Mulberry Point            Well Field Embankment Stabilization, within a reach of the Missouri            River designated as a National Recreational River.
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“I would like to offer my            congratulations to Lewis and Clark for developing a vital drinking water            project in a spirit of cooperative collaboration, and for its dedication            to stabilizing and preserving the bank of the Missouri River,” Rep.            Herseth Sandlin said. “By working with a variety of stakeholders to            develop a plan that protects the infrastructure of the project, while            sustaining recreational activities on a stretch of river, Lewis and            Clark fulfills its further development and sets a standard for similar            bank preservation and stabilization endeavors across the country.”

Working with their engineers,            consultants, contractor and subcontractor, the Bureau of Reclamation,            National Park Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife            Service and the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks, Lewis            and Clark developed a plan to protect the infrastructure of the water            system while stabilizing and enhancing the bank of the Missouri River            within a stretch that is designated as a National Recreational River            under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. According to the U.S. Bureau of            Reclamation, which oversees and helps to fund the project, “The collaborative            effort resulted in a highly successful design which called for construction            of a vegetative stone toe revetments, a bank protection system with            hydraulically rough and environmentally desirable properties.”
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